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Friends and family fun is the plan for this day with the northern action at a high. This
group travels a few times each summer for a couple hours to do some damage on the
fish population with today being no exception. Usually the menu is sucker minnows
for the pike letting the bait just swim around on your hook either suspended or laying
on the bottom and along comes a hungry northern and the fight is on.

Here’s a super nice stringer of walleyes and northern taken the
second week of April.

C h e c k  o u t  o u r  f a c e b o o k  s i t e  f o r  l a t e s t  r e p o r t s  a n d  p h o t o s .

More Than Just A Boat Ride
12 hours on the Mississippi, including a nice, leisurely boat ride,
scenery of beautiful bluffs, bald eagles feeding before your eyes and
some of the best fishing the Midwest has to offer. I know it sounds
too good to be true but it gets even better on the Great Alma
Fishing Float. We provide benches and picnic tables, landing nets,
shelter, and if you need bait or a bite to eat it's all right here at your
service. We can even clean and package your catch if you choose
before you head home for the day.
Our day hours are 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. and night fishing is available.
Check us out on our website at www.almafishingfloat.com and also
follow us on Facebook.

The Great Alma Fishing Float will be at the
Chicagoland Fishing, Travel, and Outdoor Expo

Jan. 29-Feb. 1, 2015, Booth 623

FREE
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Another cold night on the float, but the strong survive! All you can do is dress warm
and keep casting, the fish will move in sometime. These pros kept at it most of the
night and show off some nice eyes and a few perch.

Who let these guys out? Yup, even we get to wet a line
(freeze a line is more like it.) The weather for our night
on the float started with rain, then freezing rain, then
snow. Everyone else who were supposed to show up
bailed out, so we were on our own, but we made the
most of it. Working jigs very slow seemed to work best.

Several people asked me, “Do you ice fish out here too?” Well, no, we don’t. But sometimes early
spring fishing can seem like it! But crappy, cold, wet weather is the norm for the Emerson crew,
and they know how to prepare for it so they can get the most from their night on the float. A good
photo opp after a tough night fishing.

Here Dan and Randy take a rest from trying to
drag a pile of catfish home for a picture. They
took a couple nights and days and a mess of
stink bait to lure old whiskers to come calling.
Now if you happen to see these guys on their
second or third day on the float in a row here's
a tip. Stay up wind! The bait has no rules
where it lands.

Now when you look at this picture, you’d think that these guys get along just fine. But when it’s
time to fish, it’s every man for himself. It can get pretty competitive when George, Jeff, Dave, and
Lou spend their night on the float in the spring and fall, and not just with the fishing. I think you
need to be a very light sleeper or very heavy sleeper to get through the night with these guys!

Spend a Night on the Float!
While the daytime fishing is a lot of fun, the Great

Alma Fishing Float also offers an exciting nighttime
fishing experience! We have 3 separate rooms that can
accommodate 10 people. Our rooms are equipped
with mattresses, electric lights, heat and AC. Bring
your own bedding, necessary clothing, fishing gear,

food and drinks. You can also bring charcoal and use
our grills if you want. 

Spending a night on the Float is great for families or
a group of friends who want to spend time together
fishing the mighty Mississippi. You can make
reservations right on the float, or call us anytime. 

NIGHT FISHING RATES
March, April, October - 4 bunk

rooms - $152/night,
+ $38 per each extra person
2 bunk room - $ 72/night,
+$38 per each extra person

May thru September -  $38 per person.
Check in - 3pm till 6pm, when we close

for the day. Check out - 9am.
NOTE - The regular $18 fishing fee will be

charged if you plan on fishing during the day.
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Name __________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Send to:
The Great Alma Fishing Float • S1647 State Rd 35,   Alma, WI 54610

The Great…

NEWS 2015
Alma Fishing Float

FREEYes, put me on your mailing list.

Senior Discount
Every Thursday!
This year, seniors that are 60

and over will get a
$3.00 discount
every Thursday that we’re open.

KNOW THE
LAWS!

We get asked many times through the year
about limits, lengths, and what rules apply to
anglers on the float. We are located on the
Minnesota-Wisconsin boundary waters.

If you’re a resident of either state and are 16 or older,
you need a license from that state.

If you’re a non- MN-WI resident, you can use a fishing
license from either state. Now, that being said, because we
are located on the MN side of the main Mississippi chan-
nel, only the MN laws and rules apply. Here are some of
the main differences:

• No more than 2 rods can be used per person.
• Bluegill/sunfish have a 10 fish daily limit.
• You cannot use gamefish for bait (bluegill, bass, sauger,

etc.)
• Walleye/sauger daily limit is 6 combined. Walleye have

to be 15” or more. No size limit on sauger.
• Large & smallmouth bass daily limit is 5, and they need

to be 14” or more.
• Fish have to be hooked in the mouth. Snagged fish

need to be released.
If you have any questions, please feel free to ask, better

safe than sorry! 

Normally, northern pike aren’t too active after dark, but that’s
not always the case, especially in the spring. Last spring, super
Dave Kyllow joined us for a fun-filled night on the float. Pre-
spawn walleyes will move into the shallow flats in front of the
float after dark, and we were hoping to get a few. Now, I try to
help anyone on the float with tips and advice to help them catch
more fish, but some people just don’t listen. While we were sup-
posed to be jigging for walleyes, Dave has to be different and
hooks into a big ole pike! Maybe next year he’ll listen.
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After almost two summers, The Great Escape is finally in its resting place. For those of you that
have been wondering, we picked up this addition to replace an old building on the Alma Float.
The Great Escape will have a lounge area to get out of the weather and some overnight bunks
to replace the ones we took out. The insides have been completely taken out and remodeled and
a slip has been cut in the deck and it will be in operation at the start of the 2015 season. This
project lasted way longer than expected and will be a nice addition to the Float with a nice
sitting deck on top to relax and catch some rays. Hopefully Mother Nature behaves this spring
and gives us a few weeks to get all our projects finished before our opener on March 20th.

The Great Escape

As kids some of our favorite memories were sitting around catching bluegills and getting an
occasional bigger fish on the line. Well, as we start to turn a little older (say 50 or so) the thrill

of getting nice big gills is just as or more
enjoyable as then, and the last 5 years
has been better than most around the
Alma Fishing Float. In 2014, we saw an
even larger average size and they stayed
around most of the summer. This family
has a couple stringers of sunfish, a bass
and catfish.

When is the best time to go fishing on the Float? Early spring, late spring,
high/low water levels, and weather can all affect the fishing, and no two
years are exactly the same. The Wallace/Nichols crew has been fishing the
float for many years and are always trying to find that perfect week to
plan their trip, usually in May or June. They picked early June in 2014
and despite high water, they ended up with a great mixed bag!

This group spent the day on the float and ended up with a nice bunch of
late May northern pike.

Now those are two nice smallmouth bass!
The river is a bass paradise due to the
great habitat and the abundance of food.
These were caught on July 8 on the Alma
Fishing Float, many times right under the
deck in the fast current. It’s a blast catch-
ing these smallies and white bass this way
using a 1/8 oz hair jig. 

Who doesn’t like a nice mess of bluegills?
The Mississippi is a great bluegill fishery,
both in numbers and size. Usually the
gills will start showing up around the
float in mid May and can bite all through
the summer. Just a small hook, splitshot,
and a piece of worm are all it takes.
Nathan and Ridge Lodermeier, Jona
Bacon, and Hunter Shultz show a nice
sample of 7½ to 9 inchers that you can
expect to catch.

Generally, early morning and evenings are the
best times to hit the walleye bite. Bob Frobe from
Parts Unknown, WI, nailed this beauty right at
the 6 a.m. starting bell. It was the largest walleye
taken last year, 11.5 lbs. I think, and was
released back into the river after this photo. 

Dr. Chris from New Ulm, MN, gets over
to the float a few times a year for a little
R & R and maybe a few fish. Well, this
day she got more than a few! Looks like
there’ll be several fish fries in that
stringer full!

Wow!
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Joe and Molly started fishing the Alma Float
after Molly checked out what the heck we were
last summer, and started making it a regular trip
from Lake City, MN. It seems they have a natu-
ral knack for the river because they were into
fish right away. Joe decides he wants to try a
little northern fishing and sure enough 10
minutes later in comes a 9 plus pound northern
and another soon to follow. Was it luck, or is it
the natural gift Molly taught him, or was it the
superior guide service free of charge on the
Great Alma Fishing Float? We may never know.

Beginners
luck? 

We’ve seen some really large northern caught
the last few years like this one, these range in
size from around 10 pounds to close to 20
pounds and up to 40 inches long. You won’t
catch them every day but there are enough
around thru the year that it’s not uncommon.
In 2014, we noticed they were being caught in
all depths more so than mostly in the shallow
water. This could be due to the clearer water
our friendly zebra mussels filter.

Mid-April is our magic time of year that a lot
happens on the upper Mississippi. It’s a transition
time that the walleye are in the middle of spawn-
ing where some are still actively feeding and others
are dropping eggs and starting their two week
resting period. They are definitely on the move.
The other big change is the mighty Mississippi is
usually on the rise from spring thaws and this
causes a daily change in our currents around the
Alma Fishing Float, which will move fish around.
One minute the place seems like a ghost town and
the next everyone starts getting action. We also
start seeing small mouth bass, northern pike, and
the different rough fish show up.

Overnight fishing is as popular as ever and here’s why. You have a heated or cooled room to stay
in. You can fish with your friends and have the whole fishing float to yourself, and there are grills
to use. Usually, some of the best times to find the fish biting are evenings and mornings or some-
times all times of the night. Spring and fall are the most popular for walleye and sauger and catfish
are the summertime favorite. This group caught some real nice catfish and a basket of bluegills.

Many people look at this picture and ask, “Are there
trout in here?” Well, usually no, there’s not, but in the
spring when the water’s still cold, we do see them once
in a while. They move out of the streams when the water
temps drop during the winter, then go back when the
water warms up in the spring again. Friends Joe
Pasqualli from Arizona, formerly Kenosha, WI, and his
brother Tom come to the float for some fishing and to
catch up on the latest. Joe was out on the deep end of
the float nabbing a few sauger and walleye for a fish fry
when he hooked into something that didn’t quite fight
like a sauger, and got a surprise when they found a nice
20” brown trout at the bottom of the net!

When you hook into one of these
guys, you know it’s not just another
walleye or bass. This big lake stur-
geon dragged Mr. Emmons all over
the float two or three times for a over
a half hour before he finally managed
to get a net under it. After a cool pic-
ture on a foggy morning, the beast
was released to grow some more.

Several times a year, Marty Srail from
Lisle IL, makes the trip to Alma to do a
little fishing and help us out on the float.
Well, maybe it’s more like he comes up to
help with our projects and possibly get a
little fishing in. We truly do appreciate
the help we get from the boys from Lisle!
But we need pictures too, so time to fish
it is. And a few casts later, Marty poses
with the dandy walleye he caught and
released.

The middle of the summer from about the
end of June to September is usually a time
that brings in anything around the float due
to the different bait fish that come and go.
Most summers the river flow is lower and
we have a nice current by the Alma Float.
But even better if you get some higher water
flow (less than flooding) we may see the
same types of fish only more of them. This
couple comes down for a nice break a few
times each year from the Twin Cities and
most trips do well. Here they ended the day
with smallmouth bass, walleye, sauger,
white bass, bluegill, and I think a catfish.
Just right.

Check the fishing forecast any time at

www.almafishingfloat.com

What a
fight!
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207 North Main Street
Alma, Wisconsin • 685-4144

BURGERS & MORE!

The

Tavern & Eatery

• Beer • Food
• Wine • Ice
• Liquor • Fun

“On the banks of the Mississippi River”
By boat: enter channel at Marker 746.6,

then go South 
Off Premises Sales Available
OPEN YEAR ROUND!

356 West 16th Street
Buffalo City, WI 54622
608-248-Beer (2337)

Friday Fish Fry 5-9 p.m.

& Cabins
River Cottage - Sleeps 7 (Weekly)

On The Mississippi River
& Great River Road

OPEN YEAR ‘ROUND
• Cable TV & Air Conditioning
• Enclosed Cooking & Game Room
• Enclosed Fish Cleaning Facilities
• WE NOW HAVE WI FI

1 Mile North of Alma
Hwy. 35 North, Alma, WI 54610

1-608-685-3511

Hillcrest Motel Reidt’s Motel
& Cabins

• Color Cable TV
• Air Conditioned
• Fish Cleaning & 

Freezer Facilities
• With or Without

Cooking Facilities
• Newly Remodeled

OPEN YEAR ‘ROUND
Daily & Weekly Rates
Mastercard or VISA

3 Miles North of Alma on Hwy. 35
Phone or write the Reidt’s

S1638 St., Rd. 35, Alma, WI 54610
608-685-4843

reidtsmotel.com | reditsmotel@yahoo.com

1110 Hiawatha Drive E., Wabasha
651-565-9932 | www.BigRiverResort.com

ROOMS: Charming river town resort. Our 
specialty is clean, comfortable rooms at a very good
value! Free shuttle from marinas to resort. One block
from city pool. Free wireless internet!
RV: 25 spacious sites with full hookups - 30/50 amp
electric, city water and sewer, cable TV, 
and wireless internet!
CABIN: Luxurious one bedroom cabin with 
full kitchen and patio.

Restaurant & Bar

1-608-685-3380
210 Main Street, Alma

ALMA HOTEL

Cable T.V. & A/C • Critter Cleaning House
Full Kitchens/Baths • Docking available

8 Miles south of Alma…
Just off Hwy 35 ~~  FOLLOW THE SIGNS

By Boat: Enter Channel
at Marker 746.6, then go south
www.wardsriversidecabins.com

mmward2005@yahoo.com
608-248-3702

Fountain City Motel
Clean Rooms • Affordable Rates • Free WiFi

We’re located on scenic Highway 35,
only 20 minutes from Alma and

10 minutes from Winona

Call Today…608-687-3111
fountaincitymotel.com

email:
rooms@fountain
citymotel.com

“Wings Over Alma” is a multi-purpose center downtown Alma. Located
across the street from the Alma Hotel and Mississippi River Pearl.

The center offers a 50 foot viewing platform overlooking the upper
Mississippi River Fish and Wildlife Refuge and equipped with spotting scopes
and binoculars to view a variety of wildlife year-around, river activities and the
Great Alma Fishing Float. The Mississippi Flyway bring hundreds of migrating
birds past the deck, and dozens of winter-feeding eagles can be viewed below
Lock and Dam #4.

Inside the center is a rotating art exhibit. Museum displays and a small gift
shop are also available, and a visitor information center.

The center is open 7 days a week all year around from 10 am-5 pm and
some evenings when there are special programs.

You are welcome to browse, have a cup of coffee, linger and enjoy the
views! For more information: 608-685-3303 or wingsoveralma@yahoo.com,
www.wingsoveralma.org or center@wingsoveralma.org.

In
Downtown

Alma

Mississippi River
Pearl Jewelry

Company and Gallery
“We specialize in

designing jewelry from pearls of
the Mississippi.”

River Museum display
www.Nadineleo.com
125 North Main St.

Alma, WI 54610
651-301-1204

Groceries • Clothing & More!
Locally produced flour, coffee and dairy
products, children’s toys and books, old
fashioned cards, jewelry, funky shoes,

sweaters, Alpaca woven scarves, binoculars,
metal and wood Alma signs, DVD rentals

EXTREMELY NICE PRICES!
100 N. Main St. • Downtown Alma

608-685-2652

• Est. 2011 •

ALMA
GENERAL STORE

* Now Serving Specials
All Day

* Free Wireless
* Food Served 6-8

* Reasonable Room Rates



• Broasted
Chicken

• Homemade   
Pizza

• Sandwiches
• Friday Fish

& Shrimp
Fry

NorthEnd Pub & Grill
214 N. Main Street

Cochrane, WI • 608-248-3773
Open 7 days a week at 11 a.m.
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River 
Realty
211 S. Main St.
Alma, WI 54610
riverrealtyinc.com

Call Paul at
608-685-4461

“Catch a good deal on cabins,
hunting land and homes.”

Located in the Bank of Alma

JIM & TIM LODERMEIER

Cell: 651-380-5322
Bring in Your Trophies

NATURE
TAXIDERMY

Seasonal Hours
(Starting March 1- November 30)
Monday-Thursday 10 A.M.-5 P.M.

Friday, Saturday and Sunday 9 A.M.-6 P.M.

National
Eagle
Center
America’s Eagle
Education
Destination

Wabasha,
Minnesota
877-332-4537
651-565-4989

Top Prices for Clean
Aluminum Cans

All Your Recycling Needs
Working for a Cleaner

Environment - Do Your Share!!

Arcadia/Alma
Recycling

Arcadia Hours:
Mon.-Thurs. 1pm - 5pm; Sat. 8am - Noon

Alma Hours:
Wed. 9am - Noon; Sat. 9am - Noon

608-323-3385

Overlooking Mississippi River from
atop the Alma Bluff

Free Wine Tastings 10-5 daily
Tours by appointment

Event Center accepting reservations

S2015 Grapeview Ln. • Alma, WI 54610
608-685-6000

www.danzingervineyards.com

Danzinger VineyardsDV

Dock yourself at. . .

Felice
Patra
Inn

Walking distance from float pier.

609 N. Main, Alma, WI
608-685-4512

Cell: 715-579-4483

Alma
Home Style

Lodging
OPEN YEAR ’ROUND
3 Bedroom, 2 Bath, Full Kitchen

Riverview, Deck, BBQ
Walking distance to fishing float

DirecTV • Air Conditioning
WI-FI Available

RESERVATIONS
608-685-4557 • 715-495-2568

ALMA TOWNHOUSE
VACATION HOUSE

104 South Main Street
Alma, Wisconsin 54610

Night and weekly rates: two bedrooms,
sleeps seven; full kitchen, sun porch 
(overlooking the Mississippi River), 

living room and bathroom; located walking
distance from downtown and the fishing

float dock; no need for a vehicle. 
Cater to fishermen and hunters. 

Call for Reservations: 
715-926-4782 (business office)
715-926-3139 (home phone)
or 715-579-6843 (cell phone).

Lil's
COCHRANE INN

111 N Main St
Cochrane, WI
(608)248-2999

Thanks to Kerry
Carter our web 

master for
keeping our

website 
new & improved!

 www.almafishingfloat.com 

B&S EXPRESS

• L.P.
• Diesel
• Gas
• Bait

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
126 S. Belvidere St.

Buffalo City, WI
(608) 248-2575

Blue Door Inn
Walking Distance to GREAT ALMA FISHING FLOAT
One of  Alma’s oldest 19th century buildings, easy Main street location
Beautiful bluff  & Mississippi River views
Nightly and weekly rentals
Choice of  suites or apartments
Great for groups & families
Continental breakfast
WIFI services
20% Mid-Week Discount
331 S Main Street, Alma, Wisconsin
WEB www.bluedoorinnalma.com
EMAIL lodging@bluedoorinnalma.com
RESERVATIONS 608-685-4067

In Historic
Alma, Wisconsin

~ 2013 Winery of the Year ~
from the Wisconsin Grape Growers

• Locally sourced ingredients
• All homemade
• Meals for carnivore or herbivore alike!
• We also cater to food allergies and

special diets (gluten free, paleo, vegan)

Fresh . . . Local . . . Bistro
115 North Main Street

Alma, WI 54610
608-685-3332 • info@tansysonmain.com

www.tansysonmain.com



It all began in a small farming town in
Minnesota growing up with 5 kids in the
family and having a great area to grow up.

We had dozens of friends around town so ball
games were always going on. To make a few
bucks we worked on farms, doing paper routes,

or mowing lawns but
always finding time for
fishing, hunting, playing
sports, and trying to stay
out of trouble. That pret-
ty much continued
through high school and
beyond, only jobs
changed and the hunting
and fishing didn’t. At
ages 23 and 26 we decid-
ed to try our luck at
something we enjoyed
doing and a fishing busi-
ness seemed like just the
thing. So off to Alma
Wisconsin we go along
with Jim’s family and
Tim, then not yet mar-
ried, to purchase Banta’s
Fishing Float from Max
Bachhuber in 1987. The
small town atmosphere
was great along with
friendly people and beau-
tiful scenery.

Well,  we had no idea what to expect work-
ing on a floating dock dealing with mother
nature every day but at a young age it was a
great adventure and 28 years later it still is some

days. Jim’s three daughters grew up swimming,
painting, waiting tables, or cooking through
their younger years on the Alma Fishing Float
and learned important lessons like playing crib-
bage, catching fish and swimming.

Tim got hitched along the way and is now
raising two boys who also spend a fare share of
time catching their share of fish, plus some, of
whatever they decide to go after that day. Most
days “the boys” are keeping our customers
entertained with their fishing skills or their
swimming antics. We’ve always had the local
youth come to the float either on their own or
through a local fishing club to spend summers
learning a great sport they will use for the rest
of their lives.

With this many years under our belts we’ve
seen and made a pile of changes on the Alma
Float including buildings moved or replaced,
The GAFF Cafe going from fame to unfortunate,
a new house boat this year to replace the old
building, and the rising cost of America from
$5.00 to now $18.00. Well that’s not bad for 12
hours on the river and a shuttle boat ride and
free advice. One thing that’s stayed the same is
the enjoyment we still get out of meeting and
getting to know our customers. If it’s advice on
what to fish for and how to bait or where on the
float to go, or netting their first fish of their life,
it’s a great game to us and we try to give every-
one a nice stay. Seeing people catch fish is
sometimes as good as getting them yourself
especially when a novice has good luck and see-
ing how excited they get. Another year is here
and it’s time to sharpen the hooks and buy that
new lure and plan that trip to Alma. 
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A September
to remember!
Western Minnesota got a gully washer of
a rain in early September which in about
a week or so it finally reaches us via the
Minnesota river then the Mississippi and
south by Alma. Well the water rise came
up about 3 feet and in came the walleye,
white bass, small mouth bass for a few
weeks of easy picking. The fun seemed to
never end with the willow cats doing their
damage on the walleye and sauger and
the white bass and smallies were taking
about anything under the dock in the fast
water. 

The Tim and Jim Story

Tim Lodermeier

Jim Lodermeier

A GIRL’S BEST FRIEND! Most fisherman aren’t
targeting catfish in the spring, but this is the
Mississippi river, and anything can happen. While
soaking a minnow looking for walleyes, this happy
gal thought she was snagged. When her dad tried
pulling on her line, it suddenly started moving, and
the fight was on! 25 minutes later, it finally gave in,
and a once-in-a-lifetime fish got its picture taken!

A couple buddies pose for a picture of their northern they
caught last summer. It takes a team effort to bring in a big fish
and these guys must have the right formula.

Another nice stringer of walleye and saugers caught by Randy
Carson and friend, typical of a good springtime bite. Bouncing
or dragging jigs on the bottom or working minnows on a river
rig is the most popular methods to get these guys.

Gerard has been fishing the Alma Float as
long as I remember and has a good idea
when to give the walleye fishing a try. It’s
always a trick to hit the bite in the spring
especially traveling from Chicago but on
this nice April day he found the right bait.

Wow-
that’s a

cat!


