
What can you get for $18?
For starters, 12 hours on the Mississippi, including a nice, leisurely boat
ride, scenery of beautiful bluffs, bald eagles feeding before your eyes
and some of the best fishing the Midwest has to offer. I know it sounds
too good to be true but it gets even better on the Great Alma Fishing
Float. We provide benches and picnic tables, landing nets, shelter, and if
you need bait or a bite to eat a small store’s at your service. We can

even clean and package your catch if
you chose before you head home for

the day. 
Check us out on our web site at
www.almafishingfloat.com and
also follow us on facebook.

FLOAT
OPENS
FRIDAY,

MARCH 21
2014

FISH 
ALL
DAY

FOR ONLY
$1800

Hours
6:00 A.M.

to
6:00 P.M.

No
reservations

needed.

Mississippi River Fishing News 2014

FREE
Great Alma Fishing Float

S1667 State Rd 35
Alma, WI 54610

AAllmmaa  FFiisshhiinngg  FFllooaatt
TThhee  GGrreeaatt……

RETURN SERVICE
REQUESTED

Vol. 25  #1 w w w . a l m a f i s h i n g f l o a t . c o m  Fishing Report 608-685-FISH (3474)

Tim: 651-380-5322           almafloat@yahoo.com           Jim: 651-380-7296 

Now that’s a Pike!
Most of the big pike we see
on the float are caught in
the spring. These are pre-
spawn fish and it’s a good
time for a true trophy like
this monster 181⁄2 pounder!

A great catch of spring perch.

Super guide Tony Romanowski, his dad and friend show off their nice catch of
walleyes and perch on a cold spring day.

ATTENTION: Due to the late spring thaw call for opening date or check our web site.
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Now that’s the million dollar
question. If you asked me I
would say you should start by
holding your mouth just right,
or I’d ask if you spit on your
worm, or maybe like old north-
ern Bob used to say “some-
times it takes three-four cups of
coffee to get my first one.”
Everyone that’s caught one is
instantly an expert so add
another source to your how to
list, but really it’s very possible
for you to get that big guy for
the wall or picture album.

We’ve been fishing spring
walleye for over 27 years and
to tag a big fish a few things
come into play. First the timing
has to be right. Every year as
the Mississippi starts to thaw
and runoff fills the channel
walleye begin to move. They

will become more aggressive
before they get the urge to
spawn and start to stage near
the locks and dams which in
Alma is anywhere between
mid March and late April.
Alma is the latest movement
on the river due to it stays
colder longer from a frozen
Lake Pepin.

Next you will need to get the
right equipment for the job
which includes a rod and reel
designed for light and medium
jigging, some good 6-10# line
either mono or fiber depending
on your preference, I’ve used
most and still go back to a
good mono but to each there
own. Now we do catch a few
big walleye on live bait but it’s
no comparison to jigs or blades
so I’m going to stick with these.

Jig size will be determined by
how fast and how deep the
water is where you’re fishing
and if you’re new to jigging
you should start in 6-10 feet of
water to get the hang of it.
Observing someone that is
catching fish is probably the
best way to learn and then ask
what you can do to improve if
they’re willing to share,( I will).

Last but not least is stay at it,
typically early morning and
later in the day or night are
your best odds for the monster
walleye but we’ve seen them
caught all times of the day. The
biggest were 2 over 14 pounds
both caught during mid day on
April 19 a year apart. Maybe
this is your year for the big
one.

“Invasive species” probably one of the magic
words if your discussing anything with the state or
federal agencies in the natural resources field.
We’ve seen more changes in the last 5-10 years on
the Mississippi River due to unwanted species
invading the river or a chance that an unwanted
could get here. Great measures are being implanted
in the rules and regulations to try to control the
spread of the plants, mussel, or fish that have
invaded our waters.

Some examples are the zebra mussels that have
now been in the Mississippi system for many years
and have made their way toward many lakes
including Mille Lacs in Minnesota. Milfoil is a com-
mon invasive plant that’s been spread from lake to
lake. Right now the big concerns are the Asian carp
that are making their way up the Mississippi sys-
tem.

Some questions that are asked about these inva-
sive species that make their way here are first. How
did we get these unwanted pests?

With the Zebra Mussel they were discovered in
the Great Lakes brought in by ocean going ships
and eventually infested the connecting water sys-
tems tagging along on the big barges that travel the
rivers. We’ve been dealing with Zebra Mussels for
many years and have learned to adapt to their
colony style of sticking onto anything that is touch-
ing the water for more that a few weeks. They are
born microscopic and grow to the size of a pencil
eraser and after a couple years die off and start all
over again. When they die they will leave a six inch
layer if shells on the river bottom beneath the fish-
ing float. One interesting feature the Zebra’s have is
that they filter the river water and it has actually

become quite clear which for us has been a bit of a
double edge sword. The clear water is nice to see
down farther but has made the fishing in shallower
water tougher due to spooking the fish but on the
other hand we’ve seen the weed beds flourish from
the extra sunlight and this creates great habitat for
pan fish and bass to hide. Some negatives the Zebra
Mussel creates are they plug up any intake that
uses river water for cooling such as outboard
motors, or power plants along the river. It has
become a food source for some fish like sheep head
which I’m not sure if that’s good or bad and they
have been devastating to clam beds in the river.

The effect on the sports fishing has had a mini-
mal impact from the zebra mussel around our area.
We’ve recorded good numbers of walleye, north-
ern, bass, catfish, crappie, bluegill, and plenty of
rough fish which indicates to us the fish have
adapted well with the mussels since they’ve
arrived.

The next big hurdle we are about to encounter in
the upper Mississippi are the migration of the
Asian Carp. Most commonly referred as the Silver
Carp (flying carp), the Big Head, Black and Grass
carp. Federal and state agencies are talking about
spending billions of dollars to control the carp from
getting into waterways such as the Great Lakes,
and tributaries linking the Mississippi.

These carp originated from Asia and imported to
help clean commercial fish ponds in the southern
states and due to regional flooding escaped into the
Mississippi and have been reported as far north as
Lake Pepin and probably have reached the Twin
Cities being the only barriers at this point are the
locks and dams which are not designed as a fish

barrier. An exception may be the Ford Dam #1 in
St. Paul that has a high elevation and by perma-
nently closing the locks from boat traffic keep the
fish from swimming any further north. Other major
tributaries are the Minnesota and the St. Croix
rivers which join above and below the Cities and
have been a concern.

Some methods used to control the movement of
the carp with some success are electronic barriers
placed in front of the dams to shock a fish when it
comes in contact with it but with boat traffic using
the lock system and flooding being a yearly occur-
rence this has had limited success. Another (scarier)
approach has been discussed and intensely studied
using a sci-fi method of adding sterile genes to the
fish populations or what is know as biological con-
trol of the species. Several types of this method are
being studied. Another method is commercial har-
vest which would be used for population control of
a species but a market is needed or a type of fee
administered for the catch and disposal of the
caught fish.

This year you will notice a much stronger
enforcement at the boat landings and fines being
given for any foreign plants and mussels or bait in
or on your boats and trailers so be very careful
when coming and going from any body of water.
This will help keep from spreading the invasive
species into clean lakes and streams

Well let’s get to the positive side of these fish if
there is one. We do love to catch fish with a pole,
net, or shoot with a bow and these big boys look
like a lot of fun especially if we need to thin down
the herd anyway.

What’s up with the invasive species?

How do you catch a nice walleye like
this on the Alma Float?
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Night Fishing

Name ______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Send to:
The Great Alma Fishing Float • S1647 State Rd 35,   Alma, WI

The Great…

NEWS 2014
Alma Fishing Float

FREEYes, put me on your mailing list.

Senior Discount
Every Thursday!
This year, seniors that are 60

and over will get a
$3.00 discount
every Thursday that we’re open.

The Great Alma Fishing Float opens Friday, March 21 this year, and while
we have great daytime fishing, we also offer an enjoyable, relaxing,
overnight stay. The float has 3 separate bunk rooms available-2 rooms that
can accommodate 4 persons each, and 1 room that accommodates 2
people. There are bunks with mattresses and heat or AC in each room.
Bring your own bedding, clothes, fishing gear, food and drinks. You can
bring charcoal and use our grills if you want. Check in time is from 3 pm
to 6 pm when we close for the day. You can get your bait or tackle right
on the float after you get settled in. Check out time is 9 am. You can call
651-380-5322 or 651-380-7296 for availability, reservations, and any
other questions you may have. 

NIGHT FISHING RATES
March, April, October- 4 bunk rooms- $152/night,

+ $38 per each extra person
2 bunk room-  $ 72/night,

+$38 per each extra person
May thru September -  $38 per person.

NOTE - There will be the regular $18 charge 
if you plan on fishing during the day.

Change in the
G.A.F.F. Café
for 2014
Due  to the cost and issues of
upgrading the café to meet FDA
codes, the G.A.F.F. café will not be
serving the home cooked meals of
the past. We will still offer break-
fast and lunch sandwiches, pizzas,
snacks and drinks. Of course
you’re still more than welcome to
bring your own food and drinks,
and use our charcoal grills. Sorry
for the inconvenience. 
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It’s March and everyone’s ready to break out the fishing gear! Early season conditions can be
fickle, so you need to “go with the flow”. Walleye’s being tighe r mouthed? Try something else,
perch maybe? A bunch like this makes the day all good.

Mark Luhman of Goodhue, MN ,
with a dandy springtime walleye.

Talk about a mixed bag! The Larry Miller group has
enjoyed spending a night on the float for many years,
but they took no prisoners last year. Northerns,
walleyes, saugers, perch, white bass, and even a huge
24” brown trout!

It’s only weird if it doesn’t
work! It’s cold, spitting snow
and sleet, windy, and fishing’ s
tough. What do you do? Grab
your neighbor kid’s hat, put on
yellow pants, and go fishing!
Luckily the weather was so bad
that not many other brave(nuts)
souls were there to see them,
but other anglers or weather
wouldn’t stop them anyway.
Fish all day for only a few fish
is ok when they all look like this!

It took all day
enduring cold, wet
weather and not
catching much, but
it was worth it in
the end when this
trophy size walleye
decided to show up
for the camera at
the end of the day.

Brad’s
10.5 lb.
lunker

SPRINGTIME

Irene would never admit this but every day her
and Fred come to the Alma float to wet a line
(which is about 3 times a week) there’s usually a
basket full of fish and whenever we ask who
caught the fish, Fred (Irene’s sidekick) just
points and says “Who else?” “Oh no,” Irene
would say. “I’m sure Fred did well today,
besides he cleans them so I need to bring him
along.” That’s our story and we’re sticking to it!

It’s all in the attitude weather the fish decide to bless you with a fun,
full day of fish or an empty stringer. If you feel the fish are waiting
and you give it your best many times that’s what works. When Taco
and company showed up last spring “nothing biting” was not in their
vocabulary. I could see they were going to make every effort to bring
home fish no matter what kind decided to bite and they did. On this
trip they did some real damage to a nice bunch of walleye and perch.

Every year we get a few walleye worthy of a
long look, usually around the 10 pound mark
is the magic weight for yearly spring time fish-
erman on the upper Mississippi dams. Like
this one they have that heavy thick look river
walleyes are known for. This beauty was
caught on April 11 last spring and everyone is
already looking forward to getting out of this
crazy cold winter for some springtime fishing.
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SUMMERTIME

The Bass Busters
Ridge Lodermeier Mica Bacon

Hunter Schultz Hunter Schultz and Nathan Lodermeier

One phrase we hear all the time on the float
is” You never know what your going to catch
on the Mississippi river!” And this huge Lake
sturgeon is a great example!

Not everyone is thinking about cat fishing in
May, but Chuck Worth of Rochester, MN,
decided to give it a try, and a good thing he
did! That’s a nice limit of channel’s caught on
stink bait in the deeper water. 

A nice stringer of big cats!

Another fishing legend surfaces in the
Lodermeier family! Chelsey along with her
worm handler Isacc show their catch of
bluegills, crappie, and white bass they caught
last summer on the Alma Fishing Float. Chelsey
now wants to attend college for fish speech
therapy which from what I gather she wants to
help fish talk better after a hard day. It sounds
to me like she’s following in Jim’s footsteps.

In the late spring and through the
summer a handful of our customers
seeks out special bait that is some-
times quite hard to track down. It’s
called a willow cat or officially called

a mad tom. This catfish-like minnow
lives in lakes and rivers and has
become almost eliminated because of
the restrictions the DNR has put on
bait fish trapping or netting.

Willow cats are hard to come by



Tell Bar 
& Grill

Burgers

Pizza

Spirits
(608) 685‐3202
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207 North Main Street
Alma, Wisconsin • 685‐4144

BURGERS & MORE!

The

Tavern & Eatery

• Beer • Food
• Wine • Ice
• Liquor • Fun

“On the banks of the Mississippi River”
By boat: enter channel at Marker 746.6,

then go South 
Off Premises Sales Available
OPEN YEAR ROUND!

356 West 16th Street
Buffalo City, WI 54622
608-248-Beer (2337)

Friday Fish Fry 5-9 p.m.

& Cabins
River Cottage ‐ Sleeps 7 (Weekly)

On The Mississippi River
& Great River Road

OPEN YEAR ‘ROUND
• Cable TV & Air Conditioning
• Enclosed Cooking & Game Room
• Enclosed Fish Cleaning Facilities
• WE NOW HAVE WI FI

1 Mile North of Alma
Hwy. 35 North, Alma, WI 54610

1‐608‐685‐3511

Hillcrest Motel Reidt’s Motel
& Cabins

• Color Cable TV
• Air Conditioned
• Fish Cleaning & 

Freezer Facilities
• With or Without

Cooking Facilities
• Newly Remodeled

OPEN YEAR ‘ROUND
Daily & Weekly Rates
Mastercard or VISA

3 Miles North of Alma on Hwy. 35
Phone or write the Reidt’s

S1638 St., Rd. 35, Alma, WI 54610
608-685-4843

reidtsmotel.com | reditsmotel@yahoo.com

1110 Hiawatha Drive E., Wabasha
651-565-9932 | www.BigRiverResort.com

ROOMS: Charming river town resort. Our 
specialty is clean, comfortable rooms at a very good
value! Free shuttle from marinas to resort. One block
from city pool. Free wireless internet!
RV: 25 spacious sites with full hookups ‐ 30/50 amp
electric, city water and sewer, cable TV, 
and wireless internet!
CABIN: Luxurious one bedroom cabin with 
full kitchen and patio.

Restaurant & Bar

• Now Serving Specials All Day
• FREE Wireless Internet

• Food served 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Reasonable Room Rates

1-608-685-3380
210 Main Street, Alma

Broasted Chicken
Homemade Food • Beer • Cocktails

ALMA HOTEL

Cable T.V. & A/C • Critter Cleaning House
Full Kitchens/Baths • Docking available

8 Miles south of Alma…
Just off Hwy 35 ~~  FOLLOW THE SIGNS

By Boat: Enter Channel
at Marker 746.6, then go south
www.wardsriversidecabins.com

mmward2005@yahoo.com
608-248-3702

Fountain City Motel
Clean Rooms • Affordable Rates • Free WiFi

We’re located on scenic Highway 35,
only 20 minutes from Alma and

10 minutes from Winona

Call Today…608-687-3111
fountaincitymotel.com

email:
rooms@fountain
citymotel.com

“Wings Over Alma” is a multi-purpose center downtown Alma. Located
across the street from the Alma Hotel and Mississippi River Pearl.

The center offers a 50 foot viewing platform overlooking the upper
Mississippi River Fish and Wildlife Refuge and equipped with spotting scopes
and binoculars to view a variety of wildlife year-around, river activities and the
Great Alma Fishing Float. The Mississippi Flyway bring hundreds of migrating
birds past the deck, and dozens of winter-feeding eagles can be viewed below
Lock and Dam #4.

Inside the center is a rotating art exhibit. Museum displays and a small gift
shop are also available, and a visitor information center.

The center is open 7 days a week all year around from 10 am-5 pm and
some evenings when there are special programs.

You are welcome to browse, have a cup of coffee, linger and enjoy the
views! For more information: 608-685-3303 or wingsoveralma@yahoo.com,
www.wingsoveralma.org or center@wingsoveralma.org.

In
Downtown

Alma

Mississippi River
Pearl Jewelry

Company and Gallery
“We specialize in

designing jewelry from pearls of
the Mississippi.”

River Museum display
www.Nadineleo.com

125 North Main St.
Alma, WI 54610

Groceries • Clothing & More!
Locally produced flour, coffee and dairy
products, children’s toys and books, old
fashioned cards, jewelry, funky shoes,

sweaters, Alpaca woven scarves, binoculars,
metal and wood Alma signs, DVD rentals

EXTREMELY NICE PRICES!
100 N. Main St. • Downtown Alma

608-685-2652

• Est. 2011 •

ALMA
GENERAL STORE



Open 7 days a week, year round, 

7 am til bar close

Great Food and Daily Specials, Cold

Drinks, and Live Entertainment!

Stop by for our famous Bloody Mary’s!

Check out our full menu

www.buffalocitycove.com

TAKE OUT ORDERS AVAILABLE

Beautiful Patio/deck area, 

big screen TVs for watching

your favorite teams.

Come by boat, car, cycle

or bicycle.

On the banks of the Mississippi!
Enter channel at marker 746.6
and go south - large dock area.

• Broasted
Chicken

• Homemade   
Pizza

• Sandwiches
• Friday Fish

& Shrimp Fry

NorthEnd Pub & Grill
214 N. Main Street

Cochrane, WI • 608-248-3773
Open 7 days a week at 11 a.m.
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River 
Realty
211 S. Main St.
Alma, WI 54610
riverrealtyinc.com

Call Paul at
608‐685‐4461

“Catch a good deal on cabins,
hunting land and homes.”

Located in the Bank of Alma

JIM & TIM LODERMEIER

Cell: 651‐380‐5322
Bring in Your Trophies

NATURE
TAXIDERMY

Seasonal Hours
(Starting March 1- November 30)
Monday-Thursday 10 A.M.-5 P.M.

Friday, Saturday and Sunday 9 A.M.-6 P.M.

National
Eagle
Center
America’s Eagle
Education
Destination

Wabasha, Minnesota
877-332-4537
651-565-4989

Top Prices for Clean
Aluminum Cans

All Your Recycling Needs
Working for a Cleaner

Environment - Do Your Share!!

Arcadia/Alma
Recycling

Arcadia Hours:
Mon.-Thurs. 1pm - 5pm; Sat. 8am - Noon

Alma Hours:
Wed. 9am - Noon; Sat. 9am - Noon

608-323-3385

Overlooking Mississippi River from
atop the Alma Bluff

Free Wine Tastings 10-5 daily
Tours by appointment

Event Center accepting reservations

S2015 Grapeview Ln. • Alma, WI 54610
608-685-6000

www.danzingervineyards.com

Danzinger VineyardsDV

Dock yourself at. . .

Felice
Patra
Inn

Walking distance from float pier.

609 N. Main, Alma, WI
608-685-4512

Cell: 715-579-4483

Bring this coupon in for a free beer or rail drink
or $2.00 off any appetizer.

Alma
Home Style

Lodging
OPEN YEAR ’ROUND
3 Bedroom, 2 Bath, Full Kitchen

Riverview, Deck, BBQ
Walking distance to fishing float

DirecTV • Air Conditioning
Reservations

608-685-4557 • 715-495-2568

ALMA TOWNHOUSE
VACATION HOUSE

104 South Main Street
Alma, Wisconsin 54610

Night and weekly rates: two bedrooms,
sleeps seven; full kitchen, sun porch 
(overlooking the Mississippi River), 

living room and bathroom; located walking
distance from downtown and the fishing

float dock; no need for a vehicle. 
Cater to fishermen and hunters. 

Call for Reservations: 
715-926-4782 (business office)
715-926-3139 (home phone)
or 715-579-6843 (cell phone).

Lil's
COCHRANE INN

111 N Main St
Cochrane, WI
(608)248-2999

Thanks to Kerry
Carter our web 

master for
keeping our

web site 
new & improved!

www.almafishingfloat.com 

B&S EXPRESS

• L.P.
• Diesel
• Gas
• Bait

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
126 S. Belvidere St.

Buffalo City, WI
(608) 248-2575

175 S River Road,

Buffalo City, WI

608-248-COVE (2683)

Blue Door Inn
Walking Distance to GREAT ALMA FISHING FLOAT
One of  Alma’s oldest 19th century buildings, easy Main street location
Beautiful bluff  & Mississippi River views
Nightly and weekly rentals
Choice of  suites or apartments
Great for groups & families
Continental breakfast
WIFI services
20% Mid-Week Discount
331 S Main Street, Alma, Wisconsin
WEB www.bluedoorinnalma.com
EMAIL lodging@bluedoorinnalma.com
RESERVATIONS 608-885-4067

In Historic
Alma, Wisconsin

~ 2013 Winery of the Year ~
from the Wisconsin Grape Growers
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Senior member and chief of the Adams family,
Wild Bill Adams shows the youngun’s he still
has what it takes by catching and releasing this
feisty sturgeon.

Yum! Lamb chops for dinner!

The Kordecki Krew of Kenosha, WI, are
all smiles with their Mississippi River
mixed bag, topped off by Ryan’s big
hog walleye!

Gary Struck from the Kellogg, MN area, likes
to fish northerns. Not that he’s opposed to
going after other species, and on occasion he
does. But not today. The pike fishing was too
good and Gary gets a picture worthy limit!

Nathan Lodermeier with another fine trophy!

The Larry Nugent crew with their fall catch of northern pike, plus a cat and walleye.

John and Charlie with some nice pike!

3 generations of Nugents!

Tim (a Nugent wannabe) shows off the big pike he caught and released!

Northerns Northerns Everywhere!

Check the fishing forecast any time at

www.almafishingfloat.com


